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Executive Summary

1. The Workshop: An Overview

With the support of the World Bank and the European Union (EU), the Center of Arab
Women for Training and Research (CAWTAR) organized théBnual Meeting of

the Arab Network for Gender and Development (@NGED). The kigatias held
within the framework of a regional workshop entitled “From &sido Policies: Best
Practices and Strategies”, which focused mainly on the patiltg seventeen Arab
research and studies centers concerned with gender and development.

The workshop was opened by Neziha Ben Yedder (Minister of Wo@tiighood
and Family Affairs, Tunisia); and the presentations of Frabuibois, (Resident
Representative of the UNDP, Tunisia); José Ramon Bernalmarg$entative of the
EU, Tunisia); Carmen Neithammer (Operations Officer, the iMBdnk, Washington
DC, USA); and Zahira Kamel (Minister of Women’s Affairs, Pales)i

Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui (the Executive Director of CAWTAR) ideked the
welcoming speech.

International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) and CAWTAR egahized a
welcome dinner for the participants.

The overall objectives of the workshop were threefold:

To explore mechanisms for research and studies centers tdrtzarn
best practices in the spheres of programs, policies and legislation.

To identify strategies for collaboration at the internationegional
and national levels among different actors (including reteand
studies centers, policy-makers, the media and the civil society).

To launch the English version of the Second Arab Women
Development Report on “Arab Adolescent Girl: Reality and
Prospects”.

2. Participation

100 participants, from 15 Arab countries, attended the workshop anadedcl
government officials, parliamentarians, research and studiaters, NGOs and
representatives from international research centers in Iranahdl{anada.

The workshop also brought representatives of the diplomatic angssh Tunisia,
international agencies and regional bodies, namely, the World BenkU, the IPPF
and the League of Arab States.

Thirteen media representatives, from nine Arab countries, edvand issued the
daily briefs on the events of the workshop.

The seventeen selected research and studies centers of #ehapoare: Jordan
Center for Social Research, Center of Women Studies — Unyeisitordan;Arab
Women Study Institute — American University of Beirut, Leban@sg8n — Palestine;
The Women Studies Institute, Bir Zeit University — PalestiBepnomic Research
Forum, Egyptian Center for Women'’s Rights — Egypt, Women Rdseaart Training



Center — Yemen, Center of Women Studies and Development — Yengsn, N
Jordanian Researcher Center — Jordan, Arab And AfricaraRbs€enter — Egypt,
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, Arab Center for Prospe&irategic Studies

— Kuwait, CERED - Morocco, Fondation Temimi — Tunisia, Research,
Documentation and Information on Women (CREDIF) — Tunisia, and Institute of
Women Studies — Sudan.

3. The Workshop Program

10. The two-days of the workshop’s activities were divided into foasisas attended by
Arab and international research and studies centers, interaktand regional
agencies, policy-makers, parliamentarians, NGOs and the media.

11. Day |: the opening session included the welcoming speech and introductory
presentations, which respectively covered the results ofjuketionnairefilled by
thirteen Arab research and studies centers, and the backgroundbgapbdejlil
Temmi (Temmi Foundation, Tunisia) on the “Absent Balance inRbl&ationship
between Research and Policies in the Arab Region”. The fingl jpa this session
began with the presentation of Shahida Al Baz (The Arab Adfriseudy Center,
Egypt) on “Gender, Research and Palicies”; followed by four enapiggperiences
from Palestine, Bahrain, Tunisia and Iran, reflecting the natigpetificity of the
relationship between research, policies and legislative refoiifhe second panel
included the discussion of three papers, two from Yemen and ondtéigrmon the
relationship between research and policies in the domain of aleaisiking; and a
presentation by Nadir Said, (Director of Development StudiestutestiBir Zeit
University, Palestine and the Coordinator of the Third Arab Wobevelopment
Report) on “The Arab Women and Decision-Making: Influence on Policies”.

12. Day 2: the third session of the workshop embodied the third and fourthspahke
third panel started with the presentation of Adib Nehmeh, Mynddt Social Affairs,
Lebanon, and the Coordinator of the Second Arab Women Development Bepor
“Arab Adolescent Girl: the Reality and Prospects” on thehraesms for monitoring
the implementation of the Report; followed by three regional rattbnal case-
studies from the Arab League, Tunisia and Libya focusing on thénesés of
regional projects for national youth and health programs. Théhfpanel focused on
the discussion of the problems of existing strategies andatestial mechanisms to
link research and policy in the context of the relationship betvdeeision-makers,
research and studies centers and the media.

13. The official language of the workshop was Arabic with simulbaisetranslation in
English and French.

4. Workshop Documents
14. CAWTAR circulated to the participants the following documents:

(A) The workshop’s background paper

(B) The English version of the Second
Arab Women Development Report
on “Arab Adolescent Girl: the
Reality and Prospects”

! See Annex 2.



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

(C) The papers presented by research
and studies centers

(D) The papers presented by the media
experts

(E) @NGED’s Newsletter

5. The Opening Session

Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui (Executive Director of CAWTAR) delegithe welcoming
speech. After greeting Neziha Ben Yedder (Minister of Womdrnldod and
Family Affairs, Tunisia), Zahira Kamel (Minister of WomemAffairs, Palestine), the
ambassadors of different countries, the representatives ofntBmational and
regional organizations, and the participants, the speechighedpon two key issues
emanating to the objectives of the workshop. Firstly, CAWTAR’s parti¢odarest to
adopt the recommendation of the second Annual Meeting of @NGEDaldigs a
Community of Practice (COP) in the spheres of researcmirtgand the media.
Secondly, CAWTAR'’s intent to focus on research and studinters as the selected
group of the 8 Annual Meeting of @NGED , and the workshop to be an opportunity
for these centers to discuss the mechanisms and strateigiesking research and
policy, as well as their contribution to @NGED as a platftonthe proposed COP’s
to effectively operationalize the suggested mechanisms and stsategie

Carmen Neithammer (Operations Officer, the World Bank) touctpedh the World

Bank’s strong support of regional networks, such as, the P&piaking Gender and
Development Network (PGN) and @NGED; and the similaritigsvéen the two

networks prompting their collaboration on conceptual and techmedters in the

field of gender and development.

José Ramon Bernabeu (Representative of the EU, Tunisia) pointetb dbe
consequent action of EU’s realization of linkages between gesgigality and
sustainable development; that is gender equality becomes pamaacel of the
Agreement between the EU and the southern Mediterranean couhinaty, he
considered CAWTAR's efforts on gender equality to illuminattworking on
influencing development policies in the Arab region as critical.

Francis Dubois, (Resident Representative of the UNDP, B)neskpressed his
organization’s support of CAWTAR’s work, and the pressing needsdoperation
and networking as effective strategies to address the mhetlefacing the Arab
region.

Neziha Ben Yedder (Minister of Women, Childhood and Family ifdffarunisia)
reflected upon the experience of the Tunisian government’s iggendth using
research results in policy planning; taking the example of timestvly of Family
Affairs implementations of studies and recommendations prefmrate Tunisian
Center for Studies, the CREDIF.

Souleima Majeldi, (Researcher, CAWTAR) presented the teesil questionnaire,
filled out by twelve Arab research and studies centers tesaghe relationship
between research and national programs and policies. The rdstdiged in Annex



21.

22.

23.

24.

2m revealed the existence of a cooperative relationship betthhesa centers and
their national governments.

Abdejlil Temmi (Temmi Foundation, Tunisia) paper on the “Absent igadan the
Relationship between Research and Policies in the AraboRegiiscussed the
relationship between research and studies centers and policysmakérthe type of
research studies conducted by Arab centers compared to theirrpausten the
West. He concluded that, national legislation should be passedotectpthe
credibility and independence of research and studies centeldingypartnerships
with different regional and international agencies to mainépertise in the Arab
region; and the establishment of a Policy Watch for speedliArab experts to
monitor and evaluate the general directions of national public policy.

6. Closing Session

CAWTAR organized the closing session into two separate working- greaings
for research and studies centers on the one hand, and the media on the other, to
discuss their relationship with policy-makers and parliamentarians

Francis Dubois, (Resident Representative of the UNDP, Tunisia) clissddsion by
a speech recalling the value of CAWTAR'’s work for the Arab region.

The closing session also included the signature of agreement between theskeba
Ministry of Social Affairs and CAWTAR on the cooperation between the tvibe
sphere of training.



Second--- Participation & Discussion

25. The overall focus of the four sessions of the workshop was on tideprs of the
relationship between research and policies from different perspective

Panelists

Session I: Bridging Research and Policies: Best Practices

Session II: From Research on Decision-Making Toward Policy Change
Session 1ll:  Adolescents and Youth: Enhancing Research and
Recommendations for Policy Change

Session IV: What Strategies and What Mechanisms for Bridgegearch
and Policies

Session |
Day one: 27 September,

Bridging Research and Policies: Best Practices

Summary of Key Strategies Discussed in Session I:

A record of scientific evidence for suitable policy
Engagement of policy-makers in research projects.
Keeping breast of new developments.

Focus on policy-based research.

Translating studies into action and advocacy tools

Formation of pressure groups.

Drawing upon national legislative grounds.

Intervention for integration of gender sensitive
approaches.

Regional networks and partnerships.

Panel 1 - Session |
Linkages Between Research and Policy

President: Zahira Kamel, Minister of Women'’s Affairs, Palest
Facilitator: Faiza Kefi, President of the Court of Accounts, Tunisia
Speaker: Shahida Al Baz, Arab and African Study Center, Egypt

26. Al Baz's paper on “Gender, Studies and Policies” discussedrapeisites and
strategies for research to influence gender-equal policy. Thelsgle: research and
studies centers to support their research projects wehtsic data and indictors to
promote suitable policy decisions; to ground research studies gne@sanalytical
modules for gender mainstreaming in staffing, planning and implati@ntof
policies; and the research centers to contribute to the developfngender-sensitive
approaches for regional and national assessment of globalizatortdd its negative
impact on Arab women.



27. The participants referred to several problems preventing robsé@m influencing
policy. These problems relate to the lack of regional coordinatitmeba research
and studies centers on finding strategies for influencingipslat the national level;
inadequate official funding of scientific research; and théeéidnaccess of research
and studies centers to scientific data and knowledge systems in the dicab re

Panel 2 - Session |
Empirical Experiences from the Region

Panelists
President: Hana Sourour, Head of the Woman's Division, the Arab League
Facilitator: Nihed Abu Komsan, Director of ECWR, Egypt

Discussants: Nfissq Nibel, Parliamentarian, Syria
Souad Al Kodsi, Director of Women’s Forum for Research and
Training, Yemen

Speakers: Zahira Kamel, Minister of Women'’s Affairs, Palestine
Behia Aljeichi, High Council of Women, Bahrain
Mohamed Habib Cherif, Ministry of Justice, Tunisia
Jala Shadi Talab, Women Studies Institute, Tehran Univeraity, Ir

28. Minister Kamel’'s paper on “The Impact of Studies in Chandtagnily Laws in
Palestine” indicated the positive influence of researclegislative reforms, such as
the labour and quota laws. The speaker also discussed thecaignifiput of both the
Center of Women for Social and Legal Awareness and the WomeresStnodititute,
Ber Zeit University in the reforms of family laws Ralestine. The discussion of these
experiences then turned to the reasons of the success otémses in influencing
legal reforms. Firstly, these centers were able tostade their studies into advocacy
tools; and secondly, they built partnership with civil socgtyups to target the
transformation of conservative local communities and traditiorstitutions resisting
the improvement of women'’s status.

29. Aljeichi's paper “Between Studies and Policy Formulation: BahrExperience”
elaborated the shift in policy-making in the Gulf countries. The early psligere not
based on scientific research, rather depended on personal judgmenéeoin
response to the mounting complaints by the public and the media. ahisantly due
to the failure of research centers to scientifically ys®lthe emerging problems
associated with the socio-economic changes. Officials hawmlegay attention to
this problem and to identify the gaps resulting from the absehcesearch-based
policy. For instance, the Higher Council commissioned extengindy $0 support the
Alimony Fund Act.

30. Cherif's paper entitled “The Impact of Scientific Eviderare Legislation of Family
Laws: the Tunisian Experience” demonstrated effective giestederived from the
experience of the Tunisian Ministry of Justice on legistatreforms. First, the
availability of scientific data (statistics, studies aimtlicators) informed the
legislature’s reforms of personal laws, which is in fdifficult matter as perceived
in contradiction to societal values, customs and traditions. Setendgensitization of
laws was also important in the assessment of the adequacyfamdsref the laws
governing joint-ownership of property, divorce, legal naming of childsorn out of
marital relationship and the upgrading of the Alimony Fund.



31. Talab’s paper on “When Policy Makers are Stakeholders?” deresl the problems
of gender equality as purely relating to the different vismfngsearchers and policy-
makers. The presentation suggested that scientific reseamcttamsform the policy
approach form gender-neutral to gender equality. Finally, thealmafenter of
Women Studies and PGN follow three strategies. First, building ingo@adnstitution
and national laws to reinforce women’s rights; focus on their ecanom
empowerment; and, engage government’s experts in researebtprand the publish
their contribution in the center’s journal.

32. Nibel and Al Kodsi directed the discussion of the presentetkgies in the context
of two questions: what are the obstacles for the resedationewith policies? What
strategies should be followed? The participants considaeethain obstacles are the
lack of communication between researchers and policy-makers @mé¢hkand, and
the researchers with civil society and the media on the ahdrthe academic nature
of the research studies or their lack of policy-oriented appradich prevents their
consideration by decision-makers. Finally, they agreed that régimuadination
between research centers is a good mechanism for learning successfahegpemnd
practices.

Session Il
Day one: 27 September,
From Research on Decision-Making Toward Policy Chage

Summary of Key Strategies Discussed in Session I

Research for national policy planning.
Awareness campaigns for social change.
Training for transformation of discriminatory
attitudes.

Quality research and innovative approaches.
Engagement of stakeholders.
Focus on women'’s political participation.

Panel 1 --- Session Il
The Relationship of Research on Decision-Making angolicy

Panelists

President & Facilitator: Mona Khalf, Director of
the Women Studies
Institute, the American
University, Lebanon

Discussants: Eleen Kuttab, Assistant Director of the Women
Studies Institute

Bir Zeit University,

Palestine

Abdelbasset Belhsan,

Director of IADH,

Tunisia

10



Speakers: Hosnia Kadiri; Center of
Women'’s Studies and
Development, Yemen
Abdelkader Albanna, National

Committee of Women, Yemen

Alessandra Cancedda,
Assemblée des Femmes
pour le Developpement,
(ASDO), Italy

33. This panel focused on the relationship between research on decisiomgraadithe
existing programs and policies of the Arab countries. Three experiences§iden i
and outside the Arab region reflected the challenges and strategiesiady in the
integration of women in decision-making process.

34. Kadri's paper on “Studies and their Role in Influencing Yemeni Wuom
Participation in the Public Sphere” assessed the nationdega on Yemeni
women’s participation, and particularly referred to thatPoverty- Reduction as the
successful model for a number of reasons. First, the stratelggsed on scientific
research study; it integrates gender-analysis in the plannohgrglementation; and
incorporates mechanisms for the improvement of the living conditions of women.

35. Albanna’s paper on “The Quota, From Studies to Policies: The Magttizins of the
Yemeni Experience” discussed the challenges encountered the tiqplich the
guota system in Yemen. These challenges related to the unpressedf the
traditional Yemeni society to the engenderment of politicaligpation, and the
growing strong opposition of extremist groups to the quota. To addhese
challenges, the National Committee of Women launched awareness campaigns

36. Cancedda’s paper on “Bridging the Gap Between Knowledge aatityrRin Policy-
Making on Gender Issues: The Experience of ASDO” consideredbbimacles of
women'’s participation in decision-making are not only due to thelsoancern but
also evident in institutional practices. ASDO embarked amitrg programs as
mechanisms to change these attitudes.

37. Kuttab and Belhsan directed the discussion of these expesi@émacontext of three
requisites for research to influence policy: adequate fundimdyindependence of
research; democratic environment and freedom of expression; anty gqaaéarch
and innovative approaches.

Panel 2 ---Session |l
The Third Arab Women Development Report
“Arab Women and Decision-Making”

Panelists
President: Hoda Sobhi,

Advisor of the
Secretary
General of
Women'’s
National
Council, Egypt

11



Facilitator: Balkis Badri,
Head of Women
Studies Institute,
Alahfad
University,
Sudan

Discussants: Rkia Msadek, University of Fez, Morocco
Mohmed EI Masri, Consultant, KISR, Kuwait

Speaker: Nadir Said, (Director of Development Studies InstiBér
Zeit University, Palestine) and the Coordinator of the Third Arab
Women Development Report

38. Said’s paper presented the methodological problems of the Thald YAfomen
Development Report on “The Arab Women and Decision-Making: Infliemt
Policies”. He referred to the engagement of stakeholders egidiah-makers as a
key element for the sustainability, credibility and the appro¥ahe Report’'s results
and recommendations.

39. Msadek and EI Masri opened the discussion on possible strafiegidestering
women’s participation in decision-making process, and the ways in whichaisible
to engage policy-makers in preparation of the Third Arab WoiDevelopment
Report. The suggested strategies include consultation with ygoigers to
understand their position towards women’s participation in decisioirgakocess;
to inform them of the problems resulting from women’s abserma fhe policy
sphere; to update them on the milestone progress of the Report; and discusseheir rol
in the implementation of the recommendation of the Report.

Session lll
Day two: 28 September,
Adolescents and Youth: Promoting Research
Recommendations for Policy Change

Summary of Key Strategies Discussed in Session Il

Collaboration on dissemination of research
results.

Involvement of adolescents.

Tapping on resources of universities.

Reference to Regional projects in national
programs.

Panell ---Session Il

12



The Second Arab Women Development
Report
“Arab Adolescent Girl: the Reality and
Prospects”

Panelists
President: Carmen Neithammer,
Operations
Officer, the
World Bank
Facilitator: Jamil Matar, Director of
ACDRF, Egypt

Discussants: Golda El Khouri, Regional Advisor on
the Youth, UNICEF, Jordan
Naser Ahmed Kamel, Research Officer, NJRC, Jordan

Speaker: Adib Nehmeh (Ministry of Social Affairs,
Lebanon) and Coordinator of the Second
Arab Women Development Report on “Arab
Adolescent Girl: the Reality and Prospects”

40. Nehmeh presented the Second Arab Women Development Report on “Arab

Adolescent Girl: the Reality and Prospects” and the followngethanisms for the
implementation of the 35 recommendations of the Report dividedghy thematic
areas. The presentation also referred to the need for caltemrobetween research
centers, civil society, the media and policy-makers.

41. El Khouri and Kamel reinstated the value of the Second AralelDement Report
and discussed the role of the universities, the media and tiaeatwalubs in raising
awareness and building the capacities of adolescents and yobigcome active
citizens. They also recommended the early engagement of pdlkgremin the
preparation of research projects.

Panel 2---Session |l
Regional Projects and National Programs

Panelists

President: Saida Rahmouni, General
Director
CREDIF,
Tunisia

Facilitator: Amina Ouchlah,
Parlimentarian,
Morocco

13



42.

43.

44,

45,

Discussants: Amal Kharouf, Professor, Women
Studies Center, University of Jordan
Adila Abusharaf, Program Development Officer, CAWTAR

Speakers: Ahmed Abdelmoneem, Arab Project for
Family (PAPFAM), the League of Arab
States, Egypt
Nebiha Gueddana, WNational Office of
Family Population, Tunisia
Naima Essaghir, High  Council of
Childhood, Libya

Abdelmoneem’s paper on “The Experience of PAPFAM in Response Rrith@ple:
From Research to Policy” demonstrated the extent to which the Pm@jkect had
served the interests of researchers and policy-makehe ihealth sector. The project
provided detailed national statistics and indicators in each of the twemtygountries
of the Arab League for responsive national planning and decisiomgnak the
provision of health services. He also related the successeofprbject to the
engagement of policy-makers in preparation of the project.

Gueddana’s paper on “Our Youth: From Needs to Services” considered theesperi
of the Tunisian National Family Office in building upon the findirajsthe Arab
project on family health as a success and demonstrative ofattie reference of
regional projects for national programs.

Essaghir's paper on “From Studies to Policies: The Libyan kg in Legislative
Reforms Related to Childhood and School Health Programs” disctissedle of

research in the success of two national experiences on childrgisktien and the
school health programs. These experiences reflect theabffitérest in furthering the
objectives of NGOs’ projects, although they are sometimestreamsd by limited

financial resources.

Al Kharouf and Abusharaf opened the discussion in the direction giabsbilities
for research centers to benefit from regional projects. elhasluded several
strategies. The research and studies centers should taleadhen examining issues
raised by regional projects, and to consult with regional expentharge of these
projects upon ways for designing national research projects to support reffiorts
on influencing policies at the national level.

Session IV

14



Day two: 28 September,
What Strategies and What Mechanisms for
Bridging Research and Policies

Panelist
Facilitator: Abdelwhab Mahjoub, Professor, University of Arts, Tanisi

46. Mahjoub divided this session into three parts. The first part opened théofloor
research and studies centers to reflect on what had been discussed aegitstnd
mechanisms. The second part was for the media representatives td theiges
strategies in the dissemination of research results. The final gafowboth the
research and studies centers and the media to discuss strategi@sifanmg their
relationship with policy-makers in the Arab region.

47. The session also included Abusharaf's presentation of the results of stiemjzre
circulated to the research and studies centers before this sessientify their
primary research needs, their contribution as members of @NGED, and their
expectations of the services to be offered by the network in exchange. The
Questionnaire revealed that in addition to funding, the needs of resemters
include: capacity building, access to updated and reliable data, accassvtedge
systems, and committed consultants and qualified staff. Their expestatithe
services of @NGED include: the dissemination of their researchgesuoittsultancy,
training and exchange of information and best pracfices.

48. Amine Ghali (Program Coordinator, CAWTAR) briefed the participant$ien t
discussed problematic of the relationship between research and politguramed
up the recommendations of the workshop’s sessions.

49. Souleima Meglidi (Researcher, CAWTAR) reviewed @NGED’svitas over the
past two years, and called upon research centers to continue witlothghutions
in order to maintain the sustainability and enhance the regional itysidfithe
network.

50. Ramla Al Khaldi (SURF, Regional Office of UNDP, Lebanon) discussedely
strategies for validating the work of COP, and its proven success liisgstay a
solid knowledge base for research centers to build synergies forcteaedrpolicy.

51. This session included the signature of an agreement between the LdWamsisg of
Social Affairs and CAWTAR for collaboration between the two in the domfi
training.

52. Francis Dubois (Resident Representative of the UNDP, Tunisiapddiosesession
with a speech on the value of CAWTAR'’s work in the Arab region, and the strong
support of his Organization for the center.

2 See Annex 3.
% See Workshop Recommendations.
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4. The Recommendations

53. The participants in the3Annual Meeting of @NGED contributed to the overall
discussion during the workshop’s sessions and to the thinking abowptasicand
technical approaches to enhance the role of research in pwiking. Their
recommendations can be summarized as follows.

A.

media

Recommendations for Arab Research and Studies Centers

Professionalism and efficiency

Recruitment of qualified staff

Prioritization of field-work

Consideration of possibilities for research to result in positive politgome
Diversify the search for funding

Present research recommendation in clear language to policysfta&e

Engage different actors (policy-makers, parliamentarians, traiam
and NGOSs) in the preparation and progress of researcletprajed
reports

Recommendations for Policy-Makers

To maintain democratic environment for research

To commit more financial resources for scientific research

Respond positively to the needs of research in terms of humaal Gapd
technicalities such as approving their external funding

To accept and facilitate the implementation of the recommiemdat

of research

To establish permanent institutional machineries concerned with
translating research recommendations into policy actions

Recommendations for Civil Society Organizations

To participate effectively in research projects

To advocate the implementation of recommendations of the
research

To initiate mechanisms for coordination of work among dgffier
groups

Recommendations for Regional and International Organizations

To consider the challenges facing research centers inatiags
their recommendations into policy action strategies within
short period of time

To support dissemination of research results

To persuade national governments to implement the
recommendations of research

To respect the independence of research by provisioning
unconditioned funding

Recommendations for The Second Arab Women Development
Report
“Arab Adolescent Girl: the Reality and Prospects”

16



To approach policy-makers and parliamentarians to take suitable
actions

To follow up with the implementation of the Report's
recommendations

To further the objectives of the existing institutions @nagram
concerned with adolescents in the Arab region

To coordinate with institutions directly working with adaests
such as schools

To share the report recommendations and provide technical
support for the school health programs

To pay attention to adolescents living in conflict situatiomshs
as in Iraq and Palestine

To design specialized recruitment programs for adolesaetit i
labour market

To circulate the Report to national governments in the Arab
region and specialized international and regional agencies

To provide training for adolescents on information technology

To establish a focal point within @NGED to monitor the progress
of the implementation of the Report

Recommendations for The Third Arab Women Development
Report
“Arab Women and Decision-Making”

To engage different actors (NGOs; parliamentarians, and duéajn
in the preparation and production of the Report

To present the Report's recommendations in a clear language to

policy-makers and the media

17



Annex 1
The Workshop Background Paper
The 3% Annual @NGED Meeting:

The third annual meeting of the Arab Network for Gender and Dprent is considered of prime
importance for both CAWTAR and the 150 members from 18 Arab countries for
many reasons of which the most important are:
-This meeting will produce a change in the implementatiothefrecommendations of the
network first two meetings, especially those related to ogiinfg the role of COPs
(communities of Practice) in the field of research, trgnand media. This meeting will
attempt to focus on COP of research centres in the areas of women and developme
-It would prepare to undertake a new operational convention for next coming yeardidgpe
on the regional priorities under the frame work of @NGED and its progeamm

The international and regional framework for the seminar:

The Arab Human Development Report for 2002 has shown that the Ardd faces three priority
gaps; these are the gaps in knowledge of and control over obemoltegies, the gap in freedom and
democracy and that of women empowerment. For achieving sustainabée hievelopment these
gaps must be addressed. The report has also emphasized on thanioepoftlinking the process of
achieving human development and “constructing a society of knowle@ige”society of knowledge
requires placing sub-sectoral strategies that can achieventegration of retaining, acquiring and
disseminating knowledge. This could, for example, be achieved by fifidkage chains between the
educational systems and those of training and labour market demanath the public and private
sectors. Equally, linkages connecting innovators, researchers aog gdilysts with producers and
decision makers should be found.

The frame work of Beijing emphasized on the importance of ingadnd disseminating gender

segregated data and information for planning and assessmensgsiiin cooperation with research
and documentation organizations. This approach would encourage theeimeat of study centres

concerning women and research organizations in establishing aerthasieg appropriate indicators

and research approaches for the analysis addressing bothasexalso to record and evaluate the
implementation of the targets of the frame work.

It was mentioned in the final report of Beijing + 5 confereticat “even though it is well known that
governments are delegated the main responsibility foingleend implementing policies that are to
achieve equality between men and women, the partnerships betassmrgents and other active
elements in the civil society is being increasingly considasedn important mechanism to achieve
this target. Innovative and new approaches could be put in placgport this cooperation. Effective
and coordinated plans and programmes should be established to impikendragame work in a
comprehensive manner being fully informed about the state of w(anengirls) and the availability
of knowledge-based research, disaggregated data, targeting losgcaihterm achievements, aiming
at measurable goals and mechanisms to follow up the assessntiee achieved development. The
need implies that all efforts should be spared to ensure capadiing of all active relevant players
involved in achieving theses goals.

The joint Arab report on the follow up of the achievements of Agabntries in the
implementation of the Beijing frame work produced by the Aralgleahas emphasized in
its final recommendations on “Establishing a data base tagettie statistics and indicators
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on all sectors from a gender point of view so as to enableptbparation of plans,
programmes and projects based on actual pragmatic and strategic need™ainduiagion of
the collected information, research, studies, data and indicadothat it is available to serve
the needs of all countries”. The conferences of the Arab Wommamis and the seminars
conducted under their umbrella, have all insisted on the importdrsigporting researches,
studies, training, and collection of statistical indicators on thatsin of the Arab women and
gender. Given these recommendations from the political Arab krapey there is a need to
emphasize on the importance of linkage between the knowledge pradutbedregion and
the decisions taken, policies established and programmed and implemergets proj

Reasons for holding the Seminar:

In the last decade, the Arab region has witnessed at botimaladind regional levels an increase in the
knowledge production on Arab women and gender. Many parties, includingrsities and research
centres concerned with women and developmental issues, havdwedtrin the formation of this
wealth of knowledge. In addition, strategic studies centresergmental institutions, Ccivil
organisation, civil society institutions and international orgeimas have addressed gender and
development issues in their programmes and analytical worksinipartance of knowledge and
conducting quantitative research in all sectors has been engthasiezr and over again as pre-
requisite for elevating the status of women by focusing om this in development. Some have
included amongst their main objectives that “for the report to be a tool to ackigevitee undelivered
promises and to formulate strategies and working progrartor@®tect the security of women in the
Arab nations”. This is in line with findings mentioned in the lastbic report about women issued by
UNIFEM in July 2004.

The Arab world is witnessing an increasingly dynamic moveha direction of reforms of laws
concerning women, children, and family issues. This is oftendimkéh developing new laws based
on empowering the position of women in the society and emphasisingléen development. The
commitment of the Arab countries to implement the internatiogedeanents and their respective
ratifications, has resulted the creation of national progranandsmechanisms that are concerned
with advancing the status of women, improving their position, ambesring women with skills
and resources. With increasing sources of knowledge production on vgostetus in the region,
increasingly progressive judicial reforms, and an expansion lefam institutions, CAWTAR
envisages that the 2004 annual @NGAD meeting should address the folloestigr:

--- What is the relationship between gender research and stadlites, their academic work, and the
policy making institutions and their programs, development plans, and laws?

--- What is the role that research and study centres gwttavith women issues play or could play in
promoting these developed policies, laws and programmes?

--- What are the present/possible forms of interactions lestwese research institutes and decision
makers? What are the hurdles that challenge such interactions?

--- To what extent do decision makers invest in studies, réseand reports on the status of women
produced in the Arab region, especially in those conducted by research ancksitnely?

--- What are the incentives for governmental institutions teld@ within their structures, research
and study directorates/units? Is it to confirm what specialised réssadcstudy centres have achieved
or is it because the later did not establish effectivaticgls with decision makers to adopt their
researches and studies?

-What are the missing links between the decision makersemedrch institutions concerned with
women issues in the Arab world?

Objectives of the seminar:

- Concentrate on three pillars that CAWTAR considers of itgpoe: research, development
planning and reforms, and legislation..
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- Present the proven/possible interaction mechanisms betleeresearch and study centres in
general and those that are specialised in gender and develofasiees$ in particular; and the
interaction mechanisms between policies, programmes and legislation.

The seminar will focus on three different levels of discussion regatigéngossible interactions:

1. At the vertical interaction level: local, national, i@l and
international interaction (or vice verse from international to local)

2. At the horizontal level: with the contribution of all eghnt parties
from non governmental organizations and civil society organizations,
centres of research and women’s studies, development planning
institutions, and the media.

3. The interaction mechanisms that are evident or known to be |gossib
to activate advocacy projected from a knowledge capitalishaot
used sufficiently and/or has not been explore yet.

Outcomes of the seminar:

In addition to providing a forum for research papers to be prekeateeport summarizing the most
important points of discussion and recommendations will be compdereover, it is expected that
the seminar will present the main features of an effectiv@tegy to promote gender in policies,
programmes and laws that could be endorsed by different resmadcktudy centres. This will

include concrete suggestions of the main mechanisms to proneoentisaged level of interaction
among the main players.

Structure of the seminar:

First session

This will include a general discussion about the differesside interactions between research and
studies centres, and policies, programmes and laws whilertoatoeg on the evident and potential
mechanisms of interactions. Then a review of Arab and foreignierpes of actual interactions will
be presented.

Discussions of the first session

The discussion will be based on complementing the presented expenitic others that have used
other mechanisms or different channels to create an interactioaedsetiie research structures and the
institutions of the political, legal, and developmental spheres #lso expected that part of the
discussions will be based on the difficulties that could hinder the désiegdction outcome.

Second sessian

This session will look to learn from the experience of otlergroducing the Third Arab Women
Development Report on “Gender and Decision Making” and the expesi@ficeome partners from
within and outside the region to envisage mechanisms that cewddpted for the report in progress
to ensure the desired impact on policies from the early stages of produciagdhe

Discussions of third sessian

The floor would then be opened to discuss the reliable mechariamsduld ensure the involvement
of decision makers would help establish reliable mechanisms that would pokoyampact from the
early stages.

Third session:

The second session will focus on a concrete topic, namely gesfdieiren and youth. Arab and
foreign experiences will be presented to discuss the links argibj@snechanisms that promote
research on children and youth in policy making. Moreover, CAWTARshare with the @NGED
participants the progress of the “Arab Adolescent Girl” reporeéitihing policy makers.
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Discussions of the second session

The discussions will be based on the challenges and ways to overcome them in rEacyimyakers

to endorse recommendations of reports, researches and shadiaset conducted by Arabic research
centres in the field of adolescents and youth.

Fourth Session

This session will focus on the modification and refinement ajrpedic recommendations in order to
achieve a desired level of interaction between the study amgrecls centres on gender and
development and policy and law makers .

This is to be achieved by concentrating on: The possible channels betlvearties and the role of :
--- Research and study centres and civil society organisations;

--- The Media; and

--- Decision makers and parliamentarians.

Participants:
- Representatives from research and study centres of women cosdgiender and
development.
Representatives form strategic study centres.
Representatives from ministries of planning and women committees.
Parliamentarians.
Regional and international and UN institutions
Representatives of NGOs.
Journalists and media representatives.

Art Exhibition:

As part of the activities of the seminar, an exhibition of endenyi and handicraft by Arab women is
being organised. It is requested that participants supporutitess of the exhibition with women
handicraft (embroidery) from their countries and to inform CAVIRTIA advance as to the number of
pieces that they will contribute.
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Annex 2
The Results of the Questionnaire Filled out by Thérab Research Centers
before the 3° Annual Meeting of @NGED

The Arab Human Development Report for 2002 has shown that the Arddb faoes three priority
gaps; these are the gaps in knowledge of and control over oemotegies, the gap in freedom and
democracy and that of women empowernfefr achieving sustainable human development these
gaps must be addressed.

The Arab Human Development Report for 2003 identified the dedréitcess to knowledge in the
Arab world, which is the basic tool for building the human capadslito find solutions for their
economic deprivation, and the realization of thé' ptosperous societiésThe report urged the
creation of “society of knowledge” in the Arab Wofldas vital for both linking the process of
sustainable human developnfersind the integration for retaining, acquiring and disseminating
knowledge in all social spheres of activities, including the ecgnaimil society, politics, and the
private life.

In light of the findings of this Report and the realizations of internatiowhtegional conferencéfor
focusing on knowledge and its role in the prosperity of Arab sesietand in line with the
CAWTAR'’s objectives and the recommendations of the annual mgsetif @NGED, the center has
decided that the network’'s®3Annual Meeting under the title “From Studies to Policies: Best
Strategies and Practices” to focus on Arab research ancstoelnters (including the women and
strategic studies institutes). The center planned thetingeto be an opportunity to discuss the
problems of the relationship between research and policies idrtie region in context of the
following five questions:

- what is the role of research and studies on gender and

women in influencing policies, laws and programs

- what are the existing or potential formulas for
communication between research centers and policy-
makers? What obstacles constrain this
communication?

- What is the extent to which policy-makers rely on
research, studies, and reports produced in the Arab
region and deal with the conditions of women,
specially those conducted by research and studies
centers?

- What are the missing link/links between decision-
makers and research centers concerned with women'’s
issues in the Arab region?

- Do research and studies centers need to review their
conceptual and technical approaches to research,
studies and reports?

* The UNDP’s Arab Human Development Report, 2002.

® The UNDP’s Arab Human Development Report, 2003hen‘Society of Knowledge” and the Arab Fund for
Economic and Social Development.

® Ibid., page 1.

" Ibid., page 2-3.

8 For example the Arab Women Summit and Beijingf®ten for Action,
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In light of the common interests of CAWTAR and @NGED membsearch and studies centers, the
former approached thirteen research and studies cengtesl ttielow to fill out a questionnaire, the
objective of which is mainly to assess the relationshipvéen research and national programs,
policies and legislation.

These centers are:

Bisan Center for research and Development, Palestine

Center for Women Studies and Development, Yemen

The Center of Women Studies in the Arab Region, the American Universitgnbn
Arab Center for Development and Future Studies, Egypt

Economic Research Forum, Egypt

The New Jordan Research Center, Jordan

Arab Center For Prospective Strategic Studies, Kuwait

Women'’s Forum for Research and Training, Yemen

. Institute for Women, Gender and Development, Ahfad University, Sudan
10. Women Studies Institute, Ber Zeit University, Palestine

11. Center for Research, Studies, Documentation on Women, Tunisia

12. The Center of Aziz Bilal for Research and Studies, Morocco

13. The Master Studies Program on Women, University of Jordan, Jordan

CoNorwWNE

The questionnaire consisted of the following four questions:

A. has your center conducted research that resulted in a positieg poli
outcome, for example, influenced formulations of new laws or the
founding of new program?

B. Have you been approached by a government agency to conduct a
specific research study?

C. Are there any research-based programs or policies in your r@gpect
country?

D. What type of channels, mechanisms and strategies you follow to
maintain your relationship with the media for the disseminatibn
your research results?

These centers focus on research, training and advocacy imete @& gender, women, education,
women’s political participation, the youth, and strategic nationalregidnal issues such as poverty,
the political life and human rights.

The questionnaire found that majority of research centers haektioonship with national
programs and policies.

The examples of studies that influenced the formulation of new laws capregre:

The general program on public education 1989-1992

The national strategy for poverty reduction

The patrticipation in the proposed amendment of election laws

The intervention to prevent the enforcement of section of thdyfaiode
governing the chastity house

Participation in amendment of personal laws through the proposgzttpro
submitted to the human rights commission in the parliament
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The report on violence against women presented to The Committdes on
Elimination of Torture in Geneva that obliged the national govenhrie
admit the existence of gender-based violence

Body of research on female genital mutilation which facildatthe
preparation of education and training materials and the establistuihea
network to eradicate this practice and a series of conferences eatrikggal

A body of research on the conditions of women that persuaded the
government to issue the quota law

The Questionnaire Results

60% of research centers confirmed their relationship with patigiers is
either cooperative or consultative, whereas 40% indicatedpihesite. It can
also be observed that the existing relationship is only coineilnatt policy-
makers approach research centers to conduct a study thatspibinceto a
national priority issue or to a certain condition to which the govemris
exposed.

According to the answers of 75% of research centers, thatestudkre
conducted in response to a official request, including the Misstof
Education, Women'’s Affairs, Commerce, Human Rights, Youth and Sports
and Planning. This includes

The Study on Child Labour

Role of the Ministry of Education in the
Empowerment of Women

Gender Mainstreaming and the Ministry of Education
Fifth National Strategic Plan

Study on Women and Crime

The Impact of Alintifada and Poverty in the West
Bank and Gaza from the impoverished point of view
Study on Migration

Study on the Reform of the League of Arab States and
the Joint Arab Work

The study on the Inclusion of Youth in the Strategic
Development Plans

83% of the research centers which were the sample of thaéomquneste also
confirmed that research centers in their respective coumgeiesrally have
relationship with policy-makers; an example of this is tiuelys conducted on
the national institutional structural reforms in Egypt.

That being said, the main unanswered questions are. if therelaianship
between research centers and policy, what are the weaknesske amsking
links? Do they relate to the invisibility of this relatitis to the public? Or
have they to do with the absence of mechanisms to dissemassarch
results? Or are they further than that and relate to teeofdhe intellectuals
in the Arab region?
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Annex 3
The Results of the Questionnaire Filled by The AratiResearch Centers
during the last session of the"3 Annual Meeting of @NGED

CAWTAR approached the research and studies centers patitigign the 3 Annual Meeting of
@NGED to fill the below gquestionnaire for two reasons. FHiosexpress their needs in the context of
which the last session would focus when discussing possiblegs#siand mechanisms; and second
to identify their suggestions on @NGED’s upcoming activitigsCAWTAR to respond effectively
and acknowledge the contribution of the centers’ input in the work of the hketwor

The questionnaire consisted three questions

1. Apart from funding, what are the immediate needs for the developaieypbur
research program?

Committed research and training staff and experts to do eatves
centers on voluntary basis

Dissemination of their research findings

Identification of best practices

Access to information and knowledge systems

Upgrading their applied research programs

Independence

Networking with research centers at both the regional and
international levels

2. What are the three strategies you suggest to support @NGED’s ativitie
Exchange of information
Dissemination of research results
Follow up with the implementation of regional reports and studies
Purchasing CAWTAR's publications

3. What are the three expectations of what @NGED’s should offer to your center
Provision of statistics and data
Organizing training sessions
Dissemination of research results
To coordinate finding strategies for influencing policy-making
Consultancy
The media and awareness
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