
 
 

 
 

“@NGAD” Second Annual  
Meeting Report 

 
 
  

REGIONAL SEMINAR 

TOWARD AN EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIP  

FOR FURTHERING KNOWLEDGE 

AND BUILDING CAPACITIES 

����
����

 
Tunis, October 20 – 22, 2003 

 
 

 
Sponsored by 

 
 

 

 

 
 

�

��������	�
��
�

�������������	�
����

�
��������	�������������������

����������� ���!��"�#�$�%�

&
'�� ���!��""#�����

������������������������������������	��������� �

��	�()��*��+������	����,�-��./�
��	��)���#�)����
�

��������%#"�#,"��$�,0���%#"�#,"���%"�

&
'�����%#"�#,"��%�"�

-/
����� 1
2�
�3��
������ �



 

 

 

1  

Contents 
Chapter         Paragraph Page 
 
I – Presentation of the conference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 – 21  2 

A. Conference and Goals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 – 5  2 
B.  Participation . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 – 7  2 
C.  Structure of the conference .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 - 12  3 
D.  Documents and outcomes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13         3 
E. Opening . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 – 18 4 
F. Closing  . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 – 21 5 

 
 
II – Presentations and discussions . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 – 64 6 
  

A. Workshops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 – 29 6 
A – 1. Workshop on decision making . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 – 25 6 
A – 2. Workshop on adolescent girl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26 – 30 7 

B. Community of practice . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 – 40 8 
B – 1. CoP: Research .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 –     8 
B – 2. CoP: Training  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  .32  - 34        9 
B – 3. CoP: Media. . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  35 – 40 10 

C. The Launching of the report: “Arab Adolescent Girl”. . . 41 -  43        11 
     D. Forums . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 – 68 13 

D – 1. Forum on networks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 – 47 13 
D – 2. Forum on CAWTAR's third report .  . . . . . . . . . . 48 – 55 13 

     D- 3. Forum for partners . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 56 – 64 17 
 

III –  Conference's Recommendation key outcomes. . . . . . .  65 –67  19 
 
Annexes 
 
Annex I : Introductory paper. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Annex II : Conference's detailed agenda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
Annex III :  Results of survey of media professionals . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  32 

 
 



 

 

 

2  

I – General presentation of the conference 
 

A – Conference and Goals 
 

 
1. The second meeting of the Arab Network for Gender and Development 

“@NGAD “, created in April 2002 by the Center of Arab Woman for 
Training and Research “ CAWTAR “, with the support of the World Bank’s 
Development Grant Facility (DGF), was held in Tunis, on October 20 – 22, 
2003. The meeting took place under the heading “Toward an effective 
partnership for furthering knowledge and building capacities”. 

 
2. This meeting has been held thanks to main support from the World Bank and 

to the contribution of UNFPA and the IPPF. 
 
3. Mrs. Neziha Ben Yedder, Tunisia’s Minister of Woman, Family and 

Childhood Affairs, offered a reception on the honor of all the meeting 
participants. 

 
4. Mr. Kamel Mohamed Kamel, IPPF’s Regional Director for the Arab World, 

organized a dinner on the honor of participants. Also, the Center of Arab 
Woman for Training and Research CAWTAR organized a dinner on the 
honor of participants, at the Hotel Sheraton. 

 
5. The conference main objectives were the following : 
(a) Follow up and evaluation of the @NGAD work, one year after its 

creation; 
(b) The launching of the second Arab woman development report on " Arab 

adolescent girl : reality and prospects ". 
(c) Preparation of CAWTAR’s third  report on "Gender and decision making" 

through the presentation of three background paper and the presentation 
of other working papers by the network members. 

(d)   Enforcing the relationship between the members of the network through   
their exchange of expertise and knowledge about each other field of 
activity. 

 
B - Participation 

     
6. Some 150 participants from 17 Arab countries attended the conference 

besides experts and researchers from governmental institutions, NGO’s, 
research centers, regional institutions, UN agencies, international and Arab 
networks and media professionals.    
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7. Also participated in the conference representatives of the World Bank ; 
AGFUND ; UNDP ; IPPF ; LAS ; the European Union (EU) ; UNFPA and 
UNIFEM. 

 
C – Structure of the conference 

 
8. The conference, which lasted three days, was organized in plenary sessions, 

communities of practice (CoP’s) and workshops.  
 
9. Day I The morning session started with a plenary session, during which the 

conference program was reviewed and @NGAD Secretariat annual report 
was presented. Following that, presentations were made to review 
experiences of regional and international networks. During the afternoon,  
participants were divided up into two workshops, which were held 
simultaneously : a workshop on gender and decision making where 21 
working paper were presented; the second workshop, during which was 
presented “Arab Adolescent Girl: Reality and Prospects”. 

 
10.  Day II During the morning session, Ms. Ramla Khalidi, from UNDP – 

Regional Office in Beirut (SURF), made a presentation on managing 
knowledge and communities of practice. Then, were presented three 
background papers, prepared for the third Arab Woman Development 
Report. Followed by a discussion. During the afternoon session, participants 
were again divided into 3 communities of practice (CoP): researchers, 
trainers and media professionals. 

 
11. Day III The morning session started with the presentation of the workshop 

reports in plenary session. Then, was shown the documentary " Rainbow : 
adolescent girls and boys from Morocco ". In the afternoon session was held 
the forum for UN, regional, and international partners with the presence of 
members of the Board of Trustees. It was also attended by representatives of 
the AGFUND, the World Bank, UNDP, UNFPA, UNIFEM, IPPF–Arab 
region, the European Union and Freedom House. 

 
 
12- Proceedings of the conference took place, using mainly the Arabic language. 

English and French language simultaneous interpretations were also made 
available 

D – Documents and outcomes 
 

13-CAWTAR team was rigorous on providing all participants with the academic 
documentation related to the conference, which included the following : 
(a) An abstract of the papers received by the Center on the topics of 

gender and decision making, and gender and the media ; 
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(b) The second Arab woman development report on "Arab Adolescent 
Girl: Reality and Prospects ", as well as related publications, which 
included a volume titled "Rainbow: Testimonies by Adolescent Girls 
and Boys" and abstracts of the report in three languages (Arabic, 
French and English) ; 

(c) A CD–Rom containing all papers the Center had received before the 
conference on the topics of "Gender and decision making" and 
"Gender and the media". 

 
E- Opening  

 
14. The Center's Executive Director, Mrs. Soukeina Bouraoui, opened the 

meeting by welcoming representatives of all regional and international 
institutions, UN agencies and all @NGAD's members, experts and media 
professionals, participating in the conference. She then presented a general 
overview of the network's activities and of the main issues to be discussed 
by the conference's workshops andCoP’s. 

 
15. Following words of welcome and thanks presented by Mrs. Carmen 

Netheimer, the World Bank representative, and Mr. Moez Durid, UNDP 
representative, the two speakers highlighted the importance of the role 
played by the Network in the Arab region, as well as CAWTAR's role in 
supporting the Arab woman and in promoting her status. 

 
16. Then was reviewed the conference agenda and working methodology of the 

plenary sessions, the workshops and the CoP’s. 
 
17. Then @NGAD Secretariat presented the report of the Network's activities 

from October 2002 to October 2003, reviewing the major recommendations 
issued by @NGAD's 2002 conference, then was given a detailed list of 
activities carried out by the Network last year. 

 
18. The floor was later given to Mr. Jibrine Al – Jibrine, project director at the 

Office of His Royal Highness Prince Talal Ibn Abdulaziz, CAWTAR's 
Honor President, conveying the Prince's greetings. He highlighted that 

women's issues represented a development priority in the Arab society. He 
reiterated AGFUND's support to the Network's activities, welcoming any 

new project proposals, which may be carried out by the Network. He 
mentioned a project undertaken by CAWTAR and UNFPA that would study 

ways to improve the image of woman in the Arab media. 
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F – Closing 
 
 

19.  The closing session was attended by members of the Board of Trustees, as 
well as Their Excellencies the Ambassadors or Embassies representatives of 
the following : Algeria, Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, , Libya, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Sudan;  

 
20. Then, the coordinator of CAWTAR's report on the " Arab adolescent girl : 

reality and prospects ", Mr. Adeeb Naama, presented the draft of the 
conference's final report. He highlighted that CAWTAR is committed to send 
out the final version of the report as soon as possible, so as to allow 
participants to present their observations on it. 

 
21. Mr. Younes Moujahid presented the documentary titled " Rainbow : 

Adolescents from Morocco "1, which was then shown and discussed. 
 

                                                 
1 The documentary was produced by CAWTAR, as the first of a series of documentaries on Arab adolescent girl 
the Center intends to produce later, in cooperation with the Arab States Broadcasting Union ( ASBU ). Last year, 
a similar documentary was already produced on the Lebanese adolescent girl.  
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II – Presentations and discussions 
 
 
22. Due to the richness of the academic material presented to the conference; 

several workshops, communities of practice and forums have been organized, 
as follows : 

 
A-Workshops : 
A-1. Workshop on gender and decision making ; 
A-2. Workshop on Arab adolescent girl 
 
B-Communities of practice : 
B-1. Community of practice : research 
B-2. Community of practice : training 
B-3. Community of practice : the media 

 
C-Forums 
C-1. Forum on networks ; 
C-2. Forum on Arab woman development report ; 
C-3. Forum for partners. 

 
 
A-Workshops 

 
A – 1 Workshop on Gender and decision making 
 

23. This workshop was held during the first day (on October 20, 2003) and was 
attended by more than 70 participants and during which 21 working paper 
were presented. Then Miss Souleima Majeldi (researcher from CAWTAR) 
presented the general framework of the conference and explained that 
CAWTAR would use these papers in the preparation of its third Arab 
Women development report. She also explained that because of 
methodological reasons, CAWTAR chose to divide the papers into 4 
categories 

*  Arab woman's participation in decision making : general introduction ; 
*  Political participation of the Arab woman : case studies ; 
*  The image of women in school manuals ; 
*  Legislations. 

 
24. Presentations dealt with obstacles and difficulties facing the Arab woman in 

the decision making process and in political participation in particular. Such 
obstacles are generally related to mentalities, social education and unfair 
repartition of work, as well as to the rise of illiteracy rate and poverty among 
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women and the lack of awareness of the importance of their political role 
within society. 

 
25.  However, some papers went beyond the issue of obstacles and difficulties to 

raise new problematic issues, relating to modern society, on which future 
research may focus. They include : 

 
*  The need to change traditional modes, based on old references, and 

call for a future, open – minded vision ; 
*  The need to tie women's issues to what is going on in the world today, 

namely the globalization phenomenon and human rights ; 
*  Encouraging women to commit to jurisprudence in religion in order to 

create new understanding (Ijtihad) in the field ; 
*  The need to strengthen women's expertise in the fields of election and 

political work in general ; 
*  The need to work on bridging the gap among Arab constitutions and 

legislations, in addition to attempting to put those texts into practice, in 
particular their positive aspects ; 

*  The importance of woman's social and economic participation, in 
addition to her political participation ; 

*  The need to focus on the issue of decision making in private life ;  
*  Allowing women to reach decision making positions at work  

 
A – 2 Workshop on Arab adolescent girl 
 

26. The follow up workshop on results of the report on " Arab adolescent girl : 
reality and prospects " was attended by more than 50 participants in addition 
to members of the country report teams. Results of the second Arab woman 
development report on " Arab adolescent girl : reality and prospect " were 
presented to the workshop. 

27. M. Adeeb Nehmeh presented, at the start of the session, a short explanation 
of the methodology used for the preparation of the report and listed the 
results and the recommendations he reached. He also talked about the 
outcomes related to this project, which are, in addition to the report itself, the 
two documentaries about adolescents in Morocco and Lebanon, the 
organization of contests for adolescents, journalists and young Arab 
researchers; and the publication of a special number of “CAWTARIET” on 
adolescent Arab girls.    

 
28. Mr. Tahar Hussein from Algeria, Ms. Mouna Fayadh from Lebanon, Ms. 

Dorra Mahfoudh and Mr. Imed Melliti from Tunisia and Mr. Ali AlYoubi 
from Morocco reviewed the main results reached by country reports 
produced on the Arab adolescent girl. 
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29.  Generally speaking, the debate within the workshop focused on aspects of 

similarity and of difference among adolescent girls and boys in various Arab 
countries. Several issues were raised, relating to the hijab, drugs, music and 
cultural activities. Researchers also raised questions about the study's future 
and how to capitalize on its results. Attention was also drawn to the situation 
of the Palestinian adolescent, which represents a special case, due to the 
political and economic conditions he / she is living through.                            

 
B –Communities of Practice 

 
30.  On the second day of the conference and during the morning session, Ms. 

Ramla Khalidy, from UNDP – regional office in Beirut (SURF), made a 
theoretical presentation on the concept of communities of practice and to 
what extent it can be used in the work of networks. During the afternoon 
session, participants were divided up into three CoP’s– one on research, one 
on training and one on the media. Among the CoP main objectives, we can 
list the exchange of academic experience in the fields of research, training 
and media, relating to gender and development throughout the Arab region; 
with focus on the methodological and practical challenges, as well as on 
human and financial resources. Objectives also include  
*define the mutual benefiting points in jointly seeking to improve practice in 
this particular field,  
*determine the forms and manner of creating an Arab Community of Practice 
in those fields within @NGAD. 

 
B–1  Community of practice: research 
 
31.  The CoP started its meeting with the presentation of three papers, submitted 

by Ms. Azza Khalil (Center of Arab and African research, from Egypt), Ms. 
Faiza Younes Al – Bacha (Academic, Libya) and Ms. Rahma Mansour (The 
Beysan Center, Palestine). Through the presentation of their respective 
experience in the research centers they work for, they raised the following 
problematics : 

 
*  The extent of independence enjoyed by research centers in the Arab 

region ; 
*  The issue of internal democracy within research institutions ; 
*  The relationship between research centers and the needs of society ; 
*  The problematic of spending and financing in the field of research 

throughout the Arab region ; 
*  Capitalize on research and studies results, and invest them in the 

development process 
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*  Improve and modernize education and research institutions to 
overcome bureaucratic obstacles. 

     
The following discussions focused on those problematic, in addition to 
presenting some other experiences gone through by researchers or by the 
research centers they work for. 
 
B – 2  Community of practice : training 
 
32. Participants focused, through the presentation of their experiences, on the 

difficulties and the successes and needs of training. The main problems are: 
·  The difficulty to assess the impact of training 
·  The discordance between the material of the training and the targeted 

public 
·  The need to know more about the human resources and expertise in 

the field of training 
·  The conception of training mechanisms that are not in accordance 

with needs and reality of the Arab region 
·  The difficulty to find appropriate needs to enforce the concept and 

the approach of gender in Arab countries 
·  The deficit in guides and training materials for various sectors  such 

as health, media, education, as well as for various targeted categories, 
such as adolescents, people with special needs…  

·  Absence of guides and documentation on training methodology ; 
·  Difficulty to finance training ; 
·  Training material not adapted to cultural and economic realities 

within the Arab countries ; 
·  Language used in guides is too academic. 

 
33.Despite the large amount of difficulties, participants noted several 

opportunities and successes, which may be summed up as follows : 
 

·  Improvement in the attitude of trainees ; 
·  Desire to get training is being better expressed ; 
·  Review and adaptation of training material ; 
·  Integrating the gender approach in training ; 
·  Intensification of training sessions, based on academic contents of the 

gender approach ; 
·  Adoption of indicators indexed according to gender and clearly showing 

the gap between men and women. 
 
 
34.As for training needs, which were stressed by participants, they included : 
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·  Set up a data base of qualifications and expertise in the field of training 

throughout the Arab region ; 
·  Produce modern guides on training methodology ; 
·  Documenting and collecting successful experiences and gathering them 

in a data base to be exchanged and used for future training ; 
·  Take into consideration the development of the technological 

environment and better use new technologies of information and 
communication ; 

·  Create a network to exchange expertise and qualifications under the 
umbrella of “ @NGAD “ ; 

·  Seek to produce specialized training materials according to sectors ; 
·  Participants insisted that CAWTAR ought to make an effort to collect 

available training materials in the Arab countries and to adapt them to 
the Arab reality ; 

·  Establish a link within “ @NGAD “ to develop and improve practice and 
to attract experts in the field of training. 

 
 
2 – 3  Community of practice : the media  
 
35. Thirty participants attended this workshop and presented their experiences in 

the field of media. Participating experts and media professionals discussed 
the four working papers submitted on the topic of gender and the media.  

 
36. A presentation by Ms. Sabah Al–Mahmoudi, from Tunisia, under the title 

"An introductory paper of the major studies relating to women and the 
media" where she reviewed samples of the literature having covered issues 
relating to women and the media in the Arab countries. She noticed the 
increase in scholarity rate among Arab girls and the significant evolution in 
the number of women media professionals, particularly in radio and TV 
stations. Such a development is however unequal from one Arab country to 
another. She mentioned several obstacles facing Arab women media 
professionals and ways to overcome them. 

 
37. Presentation by Mr. Nashwan Al – Semiri, from Yemen, under the title 

"Yemeni women's associations and the usage of media : indifference or crisis 
of resources?". He analyzed the problematic of weak relationship between 
Yemeni women's associations and the use of the media to: first,  publicize 
their activities; and second to utilize the media as an effective tool to help 
them progress from a phase of amateurship to one of professionalism and 
effectiveness. 
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38. Presentation by Mr. Younes Moujahid, from Morocco, under the title 
"Women's movement in Morocco and the media strategy ", in which he 
noticed some similarities between morocco and Yemeni conditions and in 
which he shed the light on women's movement in Morocco and the historical 
phases it went through. He mainly focused on the retreat witnessed by 
women's organizations on the levels of their discourse and their media 
strategies. He ended the presentation by suggesting a number of 
recommendations relating to those very points. 

 
39.Ms. Nahawand Al - Qadiri, from Lebanon, presented "Samples of creative 

experiences by young women media professionals between a conservative 
environment and an open one ". She focused on the media environment and 
the changes it went through, affecting somehow the work of media 
professionals, whether they are men or women. She then talked about aspects 
of creativity and factors favoring it. She finally wondered on the future of 
such a creativity, how it developed and how it was used ? 

 
40. During the following discussion period, was mentioned the need to give the 

appropriate importance to training media professionals and qualify them 
properly. Interventions treated different subject as : 
*wondering about the role of women in attempts to bring about change of the 
stereotype – ridden mentality within society-,  
*stressing the extent of capacity required to succeed economically and on the 
media level,  
*requirements of having the male elite participate in women's organizations 
membership. 

 
 
 

C – The Launching of the second Arab Women Development report: 
“Arab Adolescent Girl: Reality and Prospects” 

 
41.In a plenary session, given to the launching of the second report: “Arab 

Adolescent Girl: Reality and Prospects” was discussed the results of the 
report and its main recommendations. During the session was also distributed 
the related publications and was shown the documentary : Rainbow: 
adolescent girls and boys from Morocco”. 

 
42. The comments of the participants were very positive. They made interesting 

comments and suggestion showing their deep interest in the report and their 
intention to use it and to generalize the production of such documentaries. 
All of the participants expressed their view about the need to expand the 
dissemination of this report and the materials related to it. 
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43.The discussion at the end of the session treated the work plan to disseminate 
the report –and the related material- on a large scale to make it profitable to 
national and national work plans. Participants expressed the need of 
CAWTAR to work with all of its national, regional and international partners 
to set a work plans at different levels to raise the concern about adolescent 
boys and girls in the Arab region.  
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D - Forums 
 
44.Throughout the conference, three forums were held and attended by the  

conference participants. They are : 
*  Forum for UN, regional and international networks ; 
*  Forum on the third Arab woman development report ; 
*  Forum of partners. 

 
D – 1. Networks forum 
 
45.This forum was attended by Ms. Amani Qindeel, representing the Arab 

network for civil organizations, Mr. Abdallah Abdelkader Nassir, from the 
Arab network for environment and development, Ms. Maliha Hussein, 
representative of the Gender and Water Alliance , Mr. Taieb Baccouche, 
from the Arab Institute for Human Rights, Ms. Helen Tofane, representative 
of OXFAM Belgium, in Brussels; 

 
46.Participants presented their respective experiences in the fields of networking 

and partnership. They stressed difficulties and obstacles facing any network, 
especially during the early stages of its foundation. 

 
47.The discussion that followed mainly dealt with ways to improve the work of 

@NGAD by befitting from what the above – mentioned networks did in the 
fields of networking and partnership. Were also expressed other difficulties 
specific to the work of networks such as the lack of specific databases for 
network, the unbalanced relation among regional and international networks 
and the relation between Arab networks working in fields of capacity 
building and training 

 
D – 2. Forum on CAWTAR's third report on "Gender and the decision 

making" : what axes of interest? What methodology and what 
contribution from @NGAD members ? 

 
48. Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui presided over the session, while Dr. Shaheeda Al – 

Baz and Dr. Fahmya Sharfeddine made two presentations on the issue of 
decision making. Dr. Nader Said Ezzet commented on those papers. 

 
49. As for the objective pursued by organizing the forum, it consists of exploring 

the topics and themes to be covered by the report, its specific methodology 
and the strategy to disseminate it, to promote it as a knowledge tool, which 
can be used to produce effect and to gain credibility to requests of change in 
practices and policies, relating to issues of gender throughout the Arab 
region. 
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50. What will the report study ? As a mean to invest and capitalize on effective 
practices, suggestions were made that the Arab woman development report 
covers the decision making issue, as it appears in the development process, 
i.e. the case study and development experiences, where the decision making 
problematic was dealt with as so, whether that was conscious or not, and as 
the result of a social, economic and political effort, leading to a situation of 
better entitlement for women. 

 
 
51. Thus, the methodology to be adopted will be a qualitative one, through 

taking into account quantitative and statistical     outcome produced by UN 
and international research centers and teams. 

 
52. Presentation by Dr. Shaheeda Al – Baz (Egypt) :"Woman and decision 

making : a research vision to empower woman" : 
 
In her presentation, Ms. Al – Baz raised the question of gender and decision 
making based on her reading of what exists in several Arab countries. Despite 
their differences as far as the extent of their democratic openness, rights they 
allowed to women and the women capacity to participate are concerned, as well 
as the differences relating to the presence or absence of legislative and 
constitutional institutions, capable of defining decision making mechanisms,  
a-Arab political regimes still favor a situation where the decision making 
process is dominated by men, more precisely men among the dominating elite. 
Therefore, the making of decisions / policies reflects a patriarchal vision and 
benefit to the dominating male elite.  
b-The second character of those regimes is that the lack of awareness of gender 
among Arab decision / policy makers leads to dealing with general policies, 
especially economic ones, such as deciding about the state's budget, or technical 
decisions (such as agriculture, irrigation and the like) as if they were neutral 
policies, with no relation what so ever with targeted categories.  
 
Part II of the paper drew the attention to various levels of women's participation 
in decision making, depending on the different fields where it applies : 
 
�  Arab woman and decision making within the family ; 
�  Arab woman participation in making political and administrative decisions ; 
�  Woman in civil society ; 
�  Woman in labor and worker unions; 
�  Woman in the Arab local sector. 
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53. Presentation by Dr. Fahmya Sharfeddine (Lebanon) ; "Woman and 
decision making": 

 
She explained that the issue of Arab woman's political participation reflects 
several intricacies in the Arab region. The general climate, with its political, 
social and cultural dimensions, is still governed by rules, legislation and 
administrative regulations that do not allow participation to become an 
applicable  mechanism at the political and social levels of life. Studies and 
research dealing with women's issues have so far focused on two aspects : 
 
�  The extent to which she benefited from the development process (these are 

statistical and descriptive studies) ; 
�  The extent of legal equality she enjoys in the public field, while ignoring the 

private level. 
 
The real problem here relates to the image of woman, her attributes, her deeds 
and her roles as produced by society. Woman then adopts and reproduces them 
through social education and through the legal system running society ?The 
problem is also in succeeding, through study results, to know how such a 
stereotyped image of woman can be changad, leading therefore to change within 
society ? 
 
54.  Commentary by Dr. Nader Ezzet Said Fouqaha (Palestine): "Arab 

women, duality of deprivation and variation : decision making under the 
patriarchal power " : 

 
"Throughout history, men appropriated the right to make decisions on all levels, 
both private and public. Women's participation in the decision making process 
had been limited, under a patriarchal system, imposing itself on all levels. The 
patriarchal system in the Arab world is based on a pyramid of roles and powers. 
It is represented by the supremacy of the older over the younger, men over 
women, the rich over the poor and majority over minorities. Since results of 
social decisions on all levels represent the supremacy of a group over the other, 
decisions relating to policies would not be neutral. The lecturer considers that 
the greatest challenge lies in outlining a theoretical / conceptual analysis that 
clarifies how deep the problem is, in a way that goes beyond (and does not 
ignore) the language and concepts commonly used by the international 
institutions' literature about gender.  
 
To the opposite of what is widely admitted that policies "gender blind ", they are 
clearly discriminatory against women, directly and indirectly consecrating the 
status quo of unbalanced relationships in real and objective life (as confirmed by 
economic, political and social indicators). The " sharing of roles and rights " is 
being marketed by prevailing culture as " seeking to ensure balance within 
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society, and its continuity ". Thus, discrimination, especially as far a decision 
taking is considered, becomes an indivisible part of a comprehensive culture that 
should protect itself through keeping women in their " natural position " within 
social reality. Within this mix in which the patriarchal, the economic, the 
institutional and the cultural are closely interconnected, " social religion " plays 
a decisive role in banalizing and normalizing discrimination and in providing 
mental explanations to the discriminatory reality ". 
 
55. Following that, the floor was open to discussion by participants. The 
following issues were raised : 
 
(a) The importance of defining the level of intervention when talking about 

decision making : are we talking about the level of political participation, 
about institutions or about family ? 

(b) We should take into consideration the fact that women do not represent an 
homogeneous group, as men do. There are differences according to social 
class, religion, race and age. Therefore, it would be appropriate if we study, 
for instance, opportunities available to middle – aged women to reach 
resources, and by consequence, decision making ; 

(c) One of the questions the report should answer concerns the added value of 
women's participation in decision making, thus its impact on the political, 
economic and social development ; 

(d) Take into consideration, in the report's analysis, personal qualifications and 
conditions having helped women reach decision making positions ; 

(e) Revise civil status legislations in the Arab countries, in a way to allow a 
woman to become decision maker within her family, such as giving her 
rights to assume the responsibility of her children or to ask for divorce and 
building the relationship between the two spouses on the principle of 
respect, not on that of master and maid. Participants praised the Tunisian 
civil status code as an example to follow; 

(f) Reread the cultural, religious and social heritage, in a way to purify it of 
obstacles preventing women from decision making ; 

(g) Highlight the importance of studying the participation of women in 
economic decision making, whether this should happen within professional 
organizations, loan and investment institutions or the like of major 
economic issues, in light of the changing situation and of new forms of 
labor ; 

(h) Importance of studying compensatory mechanisms, in which society and 
the state should bear the responsibility of cost differences for social 
missions, such as reproduction, children care and so on. The case of the 
Tunisian alimony fund was presented, where the social security fund bears 
the costs of alimony amounts disbursed to women ; 

(i) Re – consider our views on women, based on a dual reference system and 
legitimacy, using the modern legitimacy, i.e. international conventions and 
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treaties, in addition to the traditional legitimacy, which should 
courageously question, debate and study the cultural heritage ; 

(j) The decision making issue should be looked at in a comprehensive way, 
taking in account religious legislation, social traditions, systems and 
regulations, women's economic status, etc. ; 

(k) Need to pay attention to the difference between elite women and common 
women. The report should therefore carefully study the situation and 
recommend ways to bridge the gap. The class issue should be carefully 
studied. 

 
 
 
D– 3  Forum for partners 
 

56. This forum was attended by representatives from the AGFUND, UNDP, the 
World Bank, IPPF, UNIFEM (north Africa), European Union, UNFPA and 
Freedom House. 

57.  Mr. Nasser Kahtani presented AGFUND's activities in the Arab region 
since the eighties. Among the major axes of interest AGFUND worked on, 
he mentioned health, reproductive health, education, micro-credits and the 
civil society issue. He stressed AGFUND commitment to the partnership 
principle, stating that CAWTAR would not be able to strengthen its 
activities without partnership with other institutions ;  

 
58.  Ms. Nadre Shamloo, representative of the World Bank, stated that interest 

in gender represented one of the Bank's priorities and that the latter 
produced four reports, defining the main strategic challenges in the Arab 
region. The first one covered trade, the second dealt with governance, the 
third was on gender and the fourth on employment ; 

 
59. Mr. Moez Dureid, UNDP representative, talked about the Program's 

activities, explaining that the general framework for such activities remains 
the Arab human development report, published in 2002, which defined 
three gaps: the gap of knowledge, the gap of freedom and the gap of woman 
empowerment. Consequently, the United Nations Development Program 
will produce a specific report for each of the gaps. It effectively started 
doing so, by publishing the first one on the knowledge gap during the 
month of October 2003. 

 
60. Ms. Farida Bennani, expert from Morocco, presented results of the second 

Arab human development report, specific to the knowledge gap, its 
methodology and the main recommendations and the required strategies to 
help establish the knowledge society. 
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61.  Mr. Hafedh Chkir, from UNFPA, talked about the Fund's projects, based 
on three axes, which include (1) providing couples with the best conditions 
to meet their needs in the field of reproductive health, (2) reaching a 
balance between population and development in the Arab region, and (3) 
diminishing gender differences. As far as the Arab region is concerned, Mr. 
Chkir identified three fields that involve women and gender issues. They 
are (1) fighting poverty and the role women can play for that, (2) issues 
relating to youth health, in particular to reproductive health, and (3) 
creating the appropriate climate to change legislations and to promote the 
status of women. In this framework, partnership with CAWTAR and with 
other organizations is essential to join forces. 

 
62.  He was followed by Mr. Foued Hassen to present IPPF's activities, 

especially those specific for women (such as the issue of violence against 
women, activating the role of Arab and African parliamentarian women in 
favor of women's issues), activating the network of Arab media 
professionals, developing resources, building partnerships, widening the 
basis of funding institutions and developing capabilities of associations 
throughout the Arab region in the fields of fund – raising to support 
women. 

 
63. Then, Mr. Jose Bernabio, from the European Union, presented the main EU 

activities and programs in the field of gender. They include two categories : 
first, short-term regional programs aiming at developing the economic role 
of women and creating employment opportunities for them; second, linking 
training policies to the needs of the labor market and looking into the issue 
of concordance between family legislation and heritage legislation. Among 
the projects now underway; Mr. Jose Bernabio mentioned the European 
initiative for democracy and human rights. A second project on promoting 
rights of women and the child is being implemented in partnership with 
UNDP. 

 
64.  As for Ms. Zeineb Ben Jalloun, UNIFEM adviser for North Africa, she 

reviewed the main activity fields of the organization during the current 
period. The organization is present in 100 countries and running 14 regional 
projects. Among its major activities and projects now underway, Ms. Ben 
Jalloun mentioned a couple, with one in the human rights field, supported 
by UNIFEM and UNDP. Its objective is to crystallize a national strategy to 
fight violence against women. The second project, also regional, covers 
governance and leadership. 
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III – Recommendations and outcomes 
 

65. Recommendations emanating from participants to the second @NGAD 
meeting during different workshops, CoP’s and forums included the 
following : 

 
1. Enhance Permanent and continuous work between @NGAD and other 

networks through networking. In this respect, work on issuing a detailed 
newsletter for all networks to be abreast of activities carried out by other 
networks, either among themselves or within the same one ; 

2. Setting up of a committee among members to collect resources and help 
CAWTAR ensure its sustainability ; 

3. Call on funding institutions and international organizations to link their 
founding for research and training to gender ; 

4. Set up a pan-Arab strategy in the field of research and studies in the 
field of development in the Arab region with a monitoring mechanism to 
ensure its sustainability 

5. Orient toward more specialized research and encouraging field studies ; 
6. create a common Arab framework for research on gender and 

development ; 
7. set up forums and web sites for debate among Arab researchers in the 

field of gender ; 
8. Create a scientific council within @NGAD, which includes 

representatives from several specialties. 
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Key outcomes of the @NGAD conference 2003 

 
66.  Outcomes of @NGAD conference “ toward an effective partnership for 

furthering knowledge and building capacities ” were varied and numerous. 
They resulted from the various workshops, forums and practice links. 

Workshop / forum / CoP Major outcomes 
 
 
Workshop on gender and 
decision making 

21 presentations were adopted as possible contribution 
for the third Arab woman development report on 
"Gender and decision making" ; 
Possibility to publish the working papers in a separate 
publication parallel to the report. 

 
 
 
 
 
Workshop on the Arab  
adolescent girl 

-"Arab adolescent girl : reality and prospects" report; 
-“Rainbow: Testimonies by adolescents and abstract of 
interviews” (175 pages) ; 
-Executive abstract with recommendations (in three 
languages); 
-2 Documentaries about adolescence "Rainbow: 
adolescents from Lebanon"; "Rainbow: adolescents 
from Morocco”  
- Press conference announcing the launching of the 
annual report 
-A special issue of Cawtariet about adolescence 
-A drawing contest, with the participation of 84 
drawing used for the cover of the two publications 
-A contest for young researchers with the participation 
of 16 researchers 
- A contest of Arab journalists with over 20 
participants  

 
 
Forum of the third Arab women 
Development 

The announcement of the launching of the third Arab 
women development report “Gender and decision 
making”   
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Recommendations and suggestions proposed during the 2003 annual 
meeting of ANGAD 
 
67. There was an important number of recommendation and suggestions that 
were proposed at the annual meeting “Toward an affective partnership for 
furthering knowledge and building capacities”. These recommendations and 
suggestions are summarized in the following table: 
 
Workshops, forums and CoP Major recommendations 
Gender and Decision Making 
workshop 

-Train women leaders needed to attain decision 
making positions 
-Organize a survey to asses Arab studies concerning 
women and decision making 
-Build an Arab database within @NGAD about 
“Gender and decision making” 
-Revise manuals because of their importance in social 
and cultural construction and therefore its role in 
changing mentalities  
-Deepen the research on the impact of family violence 
(especially sexual) on women, and how it hampers 
her responsibility in its social, economic and political 
levels 
-Organize a workshop on extremist fundamentalism 
and its impact on gender in the Arab world              

Arab Adolescent Girl Workshop  -Conduct research in other Arab countries  
-Complement qualitative studies with the work with 
different institutions. The cooperation between 
CAWTAR and the Arab survey on family health 
-Prepare a training kit from the report material and 
implement it with materials from other kits as the 
ones prepared in Palestine and Jordan on the subject 
of training adolescents for life skills 
-Train journalists to develop media concerns about 
adolescents in the Arab region 
-Make the 20th of October the Arab Day of 
Adolescence, to assess its condition on the decision 
makers and civil society levels as well as for 
adolescents themselves. 
-Use drawings of adolescents to organize a postal 
card exposition       

Third Arab Women Development 
Report: “Gender and decision 
making” 

-Revise the civil status code in Arab countries to give 
women decision making powers within the family 
-The necessity to study women participation in 
economic decision making in work association, 
landing and finance institutions, and other important 
economic issues 
-The necessity to study the decision making within 
the family as a basis of division of power  roles 
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-A more comprehensive look into the issue of 
decision making by pointing to: religious legislation, 
social traditions, women economic conditions, 
political systems and legislation 

CoP: research -Set a common email address to correspond and 
exchange expertise, Ms Ramla Khalidy from the 
UNDP will be responsible for the technical support 
-Form a CoP gathering beneficiaries of ToT’s with 
CAWTAR in association with ILO and UNIFEM, 
also gathering experts in the field of training 

CoP: Media -Invite young journalists to rise awareness about 
women issues 
-Develop Cawtariet publication to a magazine 
-Study the position of media institutions and 
journalists in the issue of women rights in the 
materials they discuss. 
-Establish a relation between CAWTAR and the 
journalists (as individuals not as institutions) 
especially through emails and an exchange of 
publications among @NGAD members 
-Find national work opportunities jointly with 
@NGAD members and coordinating to develop 
future work 
-Organize a workshop for Arab world policy makers 
in the information sector to alter the image of women  
-Make use of such meeting to organize training 
sessions for media professionals members of 
@NGAD  
-Hold the next meeting in a country with a middle 
position in the Arab region 
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Annex I 

 
Introductory Paper 

 
 

I- The Arab Network for Gender and Development @NGED 
 

The seminar is part of a World Bank-supported project titled “Arab 
Network for Gender and development” which is implemented by CAWTAR.  
The overall purpose of this project is to establish a regional network made-
up of both individuals and organizations (governmental and non-
governmental) concerned with gender and/or development.  The creation of 
this network for research, training and information-sharing is to serve 
researchers, political and development actors, as a platform to disseminate, 
inform and provide a space to help formulate policy recommendations on 
gender issues in the context of regional development.��  

 
 The main fruit of CAWTAR and the World Bank cooperation was the 
constitution of “The Arab Gender and Development Network (@NGED)”. 
@NGED’s membership is open to governmental and non-governmental 
bodies as well as to academics and research centers. The participatory nature 
of the network is viewed as  a necessity for sound coordination of 
collaborative and well-studied activities of various network partners. 
 
II- @NGED Focus Areas: 
 
 @NGED is placed in the framework of three key areas:  

1) Gender and decision-making;  
2) Gender and legislation; and  
3) Gender and media,  

 
The network has managed to tie these areas with a perspective in the 

fields of  globalization’s impacts and with a view to the future through the 
eyes of young adolescents. 
 
III- @NGED foundation :  
 

Building the Network has undergone participatory process of meetings 
and consultations with Network partners comprised of various organizations and 
experts.  This dynamic process is still ongoing. 
The Network launching event took place in Tunis (April 2002) which included a 
brainstorming of @NGED’s main objectives. This was followed by a smaller 
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meeting in Cairo (May 2002) where topics, possible activities and 
methodologies were further refined.   
 
 
IV. Cawtar Vision in the field of partnership networking: 
 

@NGED’s setting-up consolidate CAWTAR strategic vision, which is 
based on building partnerships and networking in order to seek concrete 
progress on issues relating to gender and development in the Arab region. A 
development based on the fundamental principle of equal rights and access 
to resources for women and girls to ensure sustainable livelihoods for their 
families, their self-achievement and communities. 
 

As provider of gender training, research, clearing house services, and 
advisory services, CAWTAR is able to play a relay point role, and offer an 
inter-linking  dynamic space for such networking process. Moreover, the 
constitution of CAWTAR’s status as an international organization with 
board members representing international, national and regional institutions, 
governmental and non-governmental organizations is a guarantee of 
openness and flexibility needed as basis of any networking act.  
 

The second meeting of ANGED is held in Tunis on the date of 20-21-
22 of October. Guests of the seminar are mostly active participants in 
previous founding meetings of @NGAD as well as personalities who could 
join to enhance the dynamics of the net. 
 
Program guidelines 
 

Given the multitude of the objectives, the seminar program included 
components with multiple dimensions. On the first day, and after the 
welcoming speech, would be presented the @NGAD secretarial report, 
presenting activities of the network from October 2002 to October  2003. 
Following that, participant will be divided into two workshops ( gender and 
decision making, and Arab adolescent girl) 
The second day morning will devoted to the discussion of the third Arab 
women development report of CAWTAR “Gender and decision making”. 
The afternoon session will be needed for the Community of Practice (CoP) 
sessions:  

- CoP of researchers 
- CoP of Trainers 
- CoP of media 

 
The closing session programmed for the last day of the seminar, 

besides reports and recommendations, will be devoted to the display of the 
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documentary “Rainbow: adolescent girls and boys from Morocco”. It will be 
followed by the “Forum for partners” gathering CAWTAR’s international 
and regional partners and donors to exchange ideas of the suggested projects. 

During the evening session, would be held the closing of the seminar, 
with the presence of the board of trustees members, with a presentation of 
the main recommendations of the meeting and a presentation of the 
conclusions of the second Arab Women Development Report “Arab 
Adolescent girl: Reality and prospects”.          
 
 
Workshops 
 
Participants will be divided into 2 workshops: 

- gender and decision making 
- Arab adolescent girl 

 
Workshop on gender and decision making  
 

The proposed papers came as an answer to the recommendations 
raised during the 2002- @NGAD seminar. These recommendations were 
about the issue of women and decision making in parliaments, governmental 
institutions, private sector, civil society associations and the family. As an 
example, papers came to focus on women political participation in numerous 
Arab countries (Yemen, Algeria, Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon, Tunisia) that is 
through numerous sectors as labor unions, parliaments, civil society 
associations and high positions. 
Work and discussions will be oriented toward real and feasible activities. 
 

 
Workshop on Arab adolescent girl 
 

The second @NGAD seminar corresponds to the launching of the 
second Arab Women development report titled “Arab adolescent girl: reality 
and prospects”. This workshop will be devoted to present and discuss the 
main results of the report, with the presence and participation of the regional 
and national reports teams. This presentation will be followed by a 
discussion of the materials presented in the report, and by some clarifications 
on the national specificities of the countries covered by the field studies 
(Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Lebanon, Bahrain, Yemen). 
 

The workshop will also focus on the follow up both on regional and 
national levels. The report on adolescent girl is only a part of a wider project 
of CAWTAR regarding Arab adolescent girl. This project includes multiple 
research, information and training activities, which will be discussed in the 
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workshop. Also will be discussed the publication and work plans of each 
country separately. These discussions are aimed at finding appropriate 
activities to enhance awareness about adolescents on the national, regional 
and Arab levels. 
The workshop will end with a presentation of suggested activities and 
recommendations, on national, regional and international levels, especially 
given the international focus on the subject of adolescence - CAWTAR’s 
report is the first Arab report of his kind published in this timing.           

 
 
Papers presented by media professionals and experts 
 

Papers presented at @NGAD on  gender and media, treated the 
subject from two prospective: women in the profession of media and 
communication, and women in the media materials. Some of these papers 
focused on women participation in the media and social, economical and 
political obstacles they face, hampering its evolution in this field.   

Principal recommendations presented were about preparing journalists 
of special writing fields and giving them opportunities to beneficiate from 
scholarships and training sessions on national, regional and international 
levels. Recommendations also included the participation of women in media 
program planning committees, in editorial higher positions, in monitoring 
and control committees. 

Other papers treated the image of women in the press, radio and TV 
pointing out the predominance of the stereotyped image of the woman, the 
mother, the household member, the wife, and the consumer who appears in 
the commercials and the presented programs. The presented papers 
considered the media as a social tool, and therefore it should accomplish its 
role in changing the negative image of the women, that is, through the 
information of the positive role of women and her participation in the work 
force, and through spreading gender culture. 
 
To improve media approach to women in general, some mechanisms have 
been suggested: 

- Establish an information and picture database about women to 
empower media from national media material 

- Found feminist production companies making use of texts and text 
writers understanding of women ambitions and positions from a 
gender prospective 

- Launch a monitoring body able to sue those who make inappropriate 
use of “femininity” in adds  

- Found an Arab communication body with media institutions to set 
women visions and perspective in the content of media addressed to 
Arab women. 



 

 

 

27  

 
Participants in the seminar 
 
Participation in the seminar will comprise active members of @NGAD. 

These members are  experts, research centers, governmental bodies, , 
NGO’s, media members, partners of the network from regional and 
international institutions, Arab parliamentarian women, civil society 
representatives, journalists, gender and development trainers and experts 
from the CAWTAR report team.             
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Annex III  
 

Detailed agenda of the conference 
 

Sunday, October 19, 2003 : Registration (at 5 : 00 p.m.) 
 
 
Day I :  Monday, October 20, 2003 : 
 

Opening, follow up and workshops 
 

Morning session : Opening, Evaluation of one year of @NGAD's work : plenary session, 
Room Marhaba 

9 : 00  :  Registration 
9 : 30  : Welcome statement, Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui, CAWTAR's Executive Director 
9 : 45  :  Conference agenda : Mohsen Marzouk, CAWTAR 
Report By @NGAD Secretariat (2002 – 2003) : Souleima Majeldi, CAWTAR 
10 : 15  : Debate 
10 : 45  : Pause 
11 : 00  : Regional and international networks : experiences for exchange 
Arab Network for local organizations / Arab Network for Environment and Development / 

League of Gender and Water / Arab Institute for Human Rights / OXFAM Network 
11 : 30  : Debate 
12 : 00  : Community of practice : Ramla Khalidy, UNDP – Lebanon 
12 : 25  : Debate 
12 : 55 : Participants to be divided up into two workshops : gender and decision making / 

Arab adolescent girl 
13 : 00  Lunch 
 
Afternoon session : workshops meeting 
 
Workshop on gender and decision making (Room Kairouan, section A) 
 
15 : 00  : General presentation of the workshop's main themes 
15 :15   : First theme : Woman's participation in decision making : " general 

introduction " 
�  Experts having submitted academic papers* : Fathia Saidi, fom Tunisia, Iqbal Dougan, 

from Lebanon, Mongia Sawaihi and Iqbal Gharbi, from Tunisia. 
 
15 : 45  : Second theme : Political participation of the Arab woman : " Case studies " 

�  Experts having submitted academic papers* : Abdallah Abu Al – Ata and Bariaa Al – 
Naqshabandi, from Jordan, Abdallah Huzaa and Abdul Hakim Al – Sharjabi, from 
Yemen, Azza Khalil, from Egypt, Marianna Khayat Al – Sabbouri, from Lebanon, Faiza 
Al – Basha, from Libya, Mongia Zebidi, from Tunisia, Aicha Zinai, from Algeria, 
Najoua Bouraoui, from Tunisia. 

�  Paper authors and workshop participants are kindly asked to submit to discussion the 
main problematics and recommendations. 

                                                 
 
* Abstracts of all papers will be distributed to participants. Full papers will be provided to participants on a CD-
Rom  
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17 : 00  : Third theme : Image of women in school manuals 

�  Experts having submitted academic papers* :  Raja Naama, from Lebanon, Anis Al – 
Taie, from Yemen, Aman Kabara Chaarani, from Lebanon 

�   Paper authors and workshop participants are kindly asked to submit to discussion the 
main problematics and recommendations. 

 
17 : 45  : Fourth theme : legislation 

�  Experts having submitted academic papers* : Salem Mizouri and Fathia Al – Kassar, 
from Tunisia, Batoul Mohieddine Talab, from Sudan. 

�  Paper authors and workshop participants are kindly asked to submit to discussion the 
main problematics and recommendations. 

 
18 : 15  : General debate 
19 : 00  : Workshop closing 
 
Workshop to follow up on results of CAWTAR's report : " Arab adolescent girl : reality and 
prospects (Room Kairouan, section B) 
 
15 : 00  : Presentation of the results of the second Arab woman development report on 

Arab adolescent girl : reality and prospects 
15 : 30  : Debate 
16 : 00  :  Presentation of the results of country reports : Bahrain, Tunisia, Algeria, 

Lebanon, Morocco, Yemen 
 
17 : 00  : Pause 
17 : 15  : Debate 
17 : 45       : Presentation of recommendations on future work in the field of interest of   

CAWTAR 
19 : 00  : Closing of workshop's first day  
 
 
19 : 00  : Editorial meeting by the team of @NGAD media professionals, in charge of  

covering the conference : Room Amilcar. 
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Day II :  Tuesday, October 21, 2003  
 

CAWTAR's third report : Community of practice 
 
 

Morning session : CAWTAR's third Arab woman development report :  practice : 
Plenary session, Room Marhaba 

 
 
9 : 00   : Forum : CAWTAR's third Arab woman development report on " gender     

and decision making " 
9 : 00  : Which axes of interest ? Which methodology, which contribution from 

members ? Soukeina Bouraoui, CAWTAR's Executive Director 
9 : 15   : Woman and decision making : a research vision to entitle women, Shaheeda 

Al – Baz, from Egypt 
9: 30   :  Woman and decision making : Fahmua Charfeddine, from Lebanon 
9 : 55   : Arab women : Duality of deprivation and variation : decision making under 

the pateriarchal power, Nader Ezzet Said, from Palestine. 
10 : 15  : Debate 
10 : 45  : Pause 
11 : 00  : Community of Practice and expertise in the field of gender and development 
 
CoP I* : Researchers ( Room Kairouan, section B) 
CoP II : Trainers, ( Room Kairouan, section A) 
CoP II : Media professionals, (Room Amilcar) 

�  Experts having submitted academic papers* : Sabah Mahmoudi, from Tunisia, Nashwan 
Al – Semiri, from Yemen, Younes Moujahid, from Morocco, Nahawand Al – Qadiri, 
from Lebanon 

�  Journalists having submitted academic papers* : Souhayer Jaradat, from Jordan, Monia 
Belafia, from Morocco, Fatma Houhou, from Lebanon, Lobna Ali Jomaa and Amel 
Talab, from Sudan. 

�  Strategy on gender and the media 
 
13 : 30  : Lunch 
Afternoon : Free (cultural program) 
 
 
 
Day III :   Wednesday, October 22, 2003  
 
 

Recommendations and closing 
 

Morning session : Workshops reports and future activities : Plenary session, Room 
Marhaba 
9 : 30   : Presentation of reports by two workshops and media team 
10 : 00  : Debate : Prospects for the next phase 
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11 : 00  : Pause 
11 : 30  : Second Arab woman development report : Showing of documentary " 

rainbow : Adolescent girls and boys from Morocco " 
 
13 : 00  : Lunch 
 
Afternoon session : Closing session in presence of CAWTAR's BOT members¨  
 
15 : 30  : Forum for regional, UN and international partners 
16 : 30  : Debate 
17 : 00  : Final report of the conference 
17 : 30  : Closing ceremony 

                                                 
¨  His Royal Highness Prince Talal Ibn Abdulaziz is the President of CAWTAR's Board of Trustees (BOT), 
which includes as members representatives of the League of Arab States, the Government of Tunisia, AGFUND, 
UNDP, UNFPA, EU, IPPF and ESCWA. 
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Annex III :  
 

Results of survey of media professionals 
 

Seeking to avoid any shortcomings in future meetings, CAWTAR's team, who 
organized @NGAD second meeting, distributed a questionaire to participants in 
the link to improve practice and expertise in the field of gender and the media. 
Survey respondents included 14 media professionals, 6 representatives of 
NGO's, 2 representatives of government institutions and 2 academics. 
 

Advantages Shortcomings 
Organization  

Positive performance by CAWTAR's team 
and its group work spirit to ensure most 
success to the conference 

Intensity of working papers 

Successful choice of topics and lecturers, 
positive relationships created among 
participants, variety and seriousness of axes 
of interest, focus which led to reach working 
mechanisms and tangible results, networking 
with several parties, intensive attendance  

Limited time available and little respect to 
agenda 

Distribution of documents on time Documents not distributed in advance to 
allow consultation 

Participants appreciated cultural activities, 
accompanying the conference 

Weakness of media coverage of the 
conference 

Content  
Good choice of the conference's axes of 
interest. Indeed, submitted topics were 
valuable and covers the status of woman 

Repetition of some ideas and topics, already 
covered earlier 

Appreciation of the focus on strengthening 
the network's work and establishment of a 
strategic mechanism for future activity. 
Participants benefited from knowing about 
the relationship between associations and the 
media in some Arab countries 

Criticism of the absence of clear conclusions , 
visions and tangible proposals that go beyond 
just review. 

 The fact that @NGAD was not closely 
scrutinized and obstacles that the network 
faced during its first year were not discussed 
to suggest recommendations on overcoming 
them 

 
Respondents made several proposals, including the following : 
 

�  Allow participants in the debate sufficient time to properly present their 
suggestions ; 

�  Invite young journalists to sensiblize them to issues relating to women ; 
�  Improve the CAWTARYET newsletter to become a magazine ; 
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�  Study the attitude of media organizations and journalists of the women's 
rights issue in the material they produce ; 

�  Establish a relationship between CAWTAR and journalists, independently 
of the institutions they work for, especially through e-mail and address 
exchange among @NGAD members ; 

�  Seek to ensure wider male presence in conferences to achieve the principle 
of complementary performance between the two sexes ; 

�  Raise new topics, such as violence in all its forms ; 
�  Organize a workshop targeting decision makers in media organizations in 

the Arab countries to help change the image of woman ; 
�  Use conferences like this one to prepare training session for women media 

professionals, who are @NGAD members ; 
�  Establish a single interlocutor to organize the arrival and departure of 

participants from other than the host country ; 
�  Organize the next meeting in a country located in the middle of the Arab 

region. 


